A MAJOR FOE                 77
million days were lost to the Army because of venereal disease. During the past fifty-three weeks there has been a loss of over 2,067,000 days.
These figures demonstrate in a striking way two outstanding facts. First, that the men in the Army, even in the American Expeditionary Force, which laboured under obvious disadvantages, showed a great improvement in venereal health in comparison with men of similar ages, in civil life. They had responded to the message of social hygiene and rational sex education. Secondly, the statistics emphasize the urgent need of carrying on in civilian life the work so successfully inaugurated in the military service.
The welfare of the soldiers in the American Expeditionary Force was naturally bound up, although to a lesser extent, with social conditions in England as well as France. Considerable numbers of American troops landed in English ports en route to the continent, and many others visited England on furloughs or were there on official business. While venereal disease from military statistics and other data